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United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Melter and Refiner’s Department, 
May 14, 1879 


Sir, 


I regret to report that of the two tons of coal received yesterday from Branson & Brother 
for Melting, we picked out a quantity as quite unfit for our use, chiefly on account of its slaty 
character (probably a fourth), - which of the rest much of it partook of the smooth-fractured 
Lehigh Coal, which spalls on our hot fires & chokes the draft. 


The Coal (2 tons), this moment put into the Cellar, contains a great deal of very inferior 
coal for our use, as I infer from handling much of it. 


Respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Superintendent. 


